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15. The Committee earnestly appeal to the Indian
people to end all internal conflict and controversy and,
in this grave hour of peril, to keep in readiness and hold
together as a united nation, calm of purpose and deter-
mined to achieve the freedom of India with the larger
freedom of the world.
Wardha, 14-9-1939

Gandhiji's Comment on the Manifesto

The Working Committee's statement on the world
crisis took four days before it received final shape. Every
member expressed his opinion freely on the draft that was,
at the Committee's invitation, prepared by Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru. I was sorry to find myself alone in thinking that
whatever siqpport was to be given to the British should
be grven unconditionally. This could only be done on a
purely non-violent basis. But the Committee had a tre-
mendous responsibility to discharge. It could not take
the purely non-violent attitude. It felt that the nation had
not imbibed the non-violent spirit requisite for the possession
of the strength which disdains to take advantage of the
difficulty of the opponent. But in stating the reasons for
its conclusion the Committee desired to show the greatest
consideration for the English.

The author of the statement is an artist. Though
he cannot be surpassed in his implacable opposition to
imperialism in any shape or form, he is a friend of the
English people. Indeed he is more English than Indian
in his thoughts and make-up. He is often more at home
with Englishmen than with his own countrymen. And he is
a humanitarian in the sense that he reacts to every wrong,
no matter where perpetrated. Though, therefore, he is
an ardent nationalist, his nationalism is enriched by his
fine internationalism. Hence the statement is a manifesto
addressed not only to his own countrymen, not only to
the British government and the British people, but it is
addressed also to the nations of the world including those
that are exploited like India. He has compelled India,
through the Working Committee, to think not merely of